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ABSTRACT: 

By encouraging people and organisations to invest in the creation of novel concepts and 

technology, IPR aims to promote innovation, creativity, and economic growth. It gives authors 

and inventors the sole authority to make use of, copy, distribute, and profit from their creations, 

innovations, or brands. They may recover their investments, make money, and keep their 

competitive edge in the market thanks to this exclusivity. This report contains an internship 

project completely based on the different types of searching that help companies and 

researchers in bringing forth the best innovation and solutions to the market. 

 

Keywords: IPR, patentability, invalidity, infringement, prior art, prosecution, patents, 

copyrights.   
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Chapter 1:  

INTRODUCTION TO COMPANY PROFILE 

 

A leading supplier of top-notch intellectual property and innovation support services, TT 

Consultants helps customers reach their potential and get over challenges. The business has 

worked with a variety of clients over the years to offer excellent patent prosecution services 

and litigation assistance for patents, including invalidity/validity searches, patentability 

searches, patent drafting, etc. Along with providing other reasonably priced legal support 

services to corporations, lawyers, law firms, research institutions, and universities around the 

world, we also specialise in Patent Analytics, Technology Transfer, and Licencing. Our main 

goal is to develop a one-stop platform for the entire cycle of technological innovation related 

to patent searches. 

At TT Consultants, which is famous for its unique combination and consortium of an 

international patent search agency and an international patent analytics organisation, the top 

experts from all over the world are collected. They have established themselves as one of the 

top IP firms in India, serving a growing list of satisfied clients worldwide for the past 8 years. 

The business is committed to innovation and constantly enhances its offerings by putting in 

place new systems and technologies designed to give customers solutions of a higher calibre. 

[1] 
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1.1. Patent Services provided by TT consultants: 

Prior art searches: Search include those for patentability/state of the art, patent invalidation, 

freedom to operate, patent infringement, and searches for structure and sequence that look for 

previous art. Our study offers state-of-the-art search reports that include an industry-unique 

key feature analysis chart and several value add-ons. 

Patent analytics: Patent analytics also includes technology landscape, whitespace analysis, 

competition monitoring, and patent portfolio management. We find, sort, and analyse data for 

you, then show it graphically with dynamic charts that are clickable for every category. We 

perform a "whitespace analysis" to find technological gaps, which helps clients focus on their 

R&D activities.  

Patent Prosecution: Our partners (sister concern) Talwar Advocates handle patent prosecution 

services such as filing patent applications in India, responding to office actions, filing, 

searching, and monitoring trademark applications. A skilled team of registered patent agents 

and other Para Legal staff members supervise the filing of patents and trademarks. 

Innovative patent tools: (XL Scout) That our devoted professionals have created. Some of 

our in-house tools, like the Invalidator Tool, Patent landscaper, Project Allocation System, and 

PAIR Tracking Platform, produce results that are just as exhaustive as a manual search. [1] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 
 

Chapter No. 2 

INTRODUCTION 

A legal notion known as intellectual property (IP) relates to mental works for which exclusive 

rights are granted. 

2.1. Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) 

 IPR stands for Intellectual Property Rights. It alludes to a group of legal privileges bestowed 

upon inventors and owners of intangible property, including inventions, literary and artistic 

creations, trademarks, and trade secrets. These rights give the owners and creators the ability 

to manage and profit from their works while preventing unauthorised use by others. Intellectual 

property rights are important because they provide protection to creators and innovators, which 

encourages them to invest time, resources, and efforts in developing new ideas and inventions. 

Without IPR protection, creators and innovators would have little incentive to invest in new 

ideas, as they would not have the ability to profit from their creations. [2] 

2.1.1 Types of IPR 

There are several types of intellectual property rights, including:  

PATENTS 

COPYRIGHTS 

TRADEMARK 

TRADESECRET 

GEOGRAOHICAL INDICATION 

INDUSTRIAL DESIGN 

 

Patent: When an inventor creates a new product or process that offers a novel solution to a 

problem or a unique way of doing something, they may receive a patent, which grants them the 

exclusive right to their invention for 20 years.  

Patenting your innovation has following advantages: 

1. Prevents others from entering the market and creates your monopoly. 

2. Limits competition in the market 

3. Produces income via licencing or sales of manufactured product. 

4. Gives legitimacy to your product. 
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Disadvantages of patenting:  

1. Cost: Getting a patent can be a time-consuming and expensive procedure. To maintain 

the patent, further fees and legal charges may be necessary. For newly established 

companies or small enterprises with little resources, this can be a considerable financial 

strain. 

2. Disclosure: The technology needs to be made public in order to receive a patent. This 

implies that rivals could be able to research the technology and possibly develop 

workarounds, or even question the validity of the patent. 

3. Limited Timespan: The typical life span of a patent is 20 years beginning on the date 

of filing. After a patent expires, the creation becomes part of the public domain and may 

then be used by anybody without the original patent owner's permission. 

4. Enforcement: Enforcing a patent can be challenging and expensive, even if it may 

offer legal protection. Even if the patent holder prevails in the case, they might not be 

able to recoup all of their legal expenses because patent infringement suits can be 

protracted and costly. 

5. Innovation: Patents, according to some detractors, can inhibit innovation by 

discouraging teamwork and preventing the free exchange of ideas. Instead of using 

patents to develop new goods or services, businesses occasionally hold onto them to 

keep rivals out of the market. 
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2.1.2 Types of patents: [3] 

 

Non-patentable things 

Laws of nature: natural phenomena, such as the behaviour of gravity or the laws of 

thermodynamics, cannot be patented. 

Abstract ideas: abstract concepts, such as mathematical formulas or algorithms, cannot be 

patented. 

Natural products: products that occur in nature, such as minerals, plants, and animals, cannot 

be patented. 

Inventions that are not useful: inventions that have no practical application or are purely 

aesthetic in nature cannot be patented. 

Inventions that are immoral or illegal: inventions that are deemed immoral or against the 

law cannot be patented. 

Inventions that are already known: if an invention is already known or has been previously 

disclosed to the public, it cannot be patented. 

Inventions that are obvious: inventions that would be obvious to someone skilled in the 

relevant field cannot be patented. 
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Parts of Application  

➢ Title  

➢ Abstract  

➢ Field of invention  

➢ Background  

➢ Summary  

➢ Brief description of drawing  

➢ Detailed description of drawing  

➢ Claims  

➢ Drawing 

 

Important Dates in Patent Application 

 

2.1.3. Types of Patent Applications: 

Ordinary Application: An application submitted to a Patent Office that makes no claims to 

priority in a convention nation or to any earlier applications already being considered there. 

Ordinary applications fall under this classification. 



14 
 

Convention application: An application that rests its priority date on applications filed in one 

or more "convention countries," or nations that have ratified the Paris Convention for the 

Protection of Industrial Property, is referred to as a convention application. 

PCT-International Application: You can get worldwide patent pending status by filing a 

single utility patent application in accordance with the PCT. The PCT application does not 

immediately grant you rights to use foreign patents. The trip has only just begun. In the end, 

you must complete the national step, which involves submitting individual patent applications 

in the targeted nations. However, a PCT application is an efficient and helpful way to continue 

having the opportunity of obtaining foreign patent rights while reducing costs. 

PCT-National Phase Application: The (PCT) national phase application is a one-time 

submission used to submit a patent application through PCT signatory nations. This 

streamlined procedure offers patent protection while observing the unique criteria of each 

country. It is retroactive to the initial filing date. 

Continuation application: An inventor may submit a "continuation application" in order to 

pursue further claims for an invention that has already been disclosed in a prior application that 

has not been granted or abandoned. This application, which claims priority based on the parent 

application's filing date, makes use of the same specifications as the parent application and 

names at least one of the inventors mentioned therein. When a patent examiner approves some 

claims but rejects others, or when the inventor wants to cover various iterations of the 

invention, this kind of application is helpful. However, while the continuation application is 

being litigated, other changes to the specification cannot be made. 

Continuation in part: A patent application also referred to as a "CIP" or "CIP application" 

adds details not previously revealed in the parent patent application, rephrases a sizable amount 

of the parent's specification, and shares at least one inventor with the parent application. It is 

simple to assert improvements made after the parent application was filed by using the CIP 

application. These patents, which were previously "additional improvement" patents, have 

been replaced. 

Divisional Application: It is a type of patent application that incorporates content from an 

earlier application that was submitted. This previously filed application is known as a parent a 

parent application. Even though a divisional application was filed later and has a later filing 

date than the parent application, it frequently nonetheless asserts the same priority. When a 

parent application may not have a single unified innovation, divisional applications are 
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frequently used.; in these situations, the parent application must be divided into one or more 

divisional applications, each of which can only claim one invention, according to the applicant. 

2.1.4. Claims [2] 

The claims in a patent are legally binding statements that establish the scope of protection 

provided. These claims describe the specific innovation or invention being patented and its 

technical features. The claims of a patent set the boundaries for the protection it offers and 

describes what the inventor has claimed to have invented. It is important to write patent claims 

with precise language and technical terminology to ensure that they are clear and unambiguous. 

They are the most critical aspect of a patent. 

Types of Claims  

1. Independent Claims: Independent claims define the innovation without referencing 

any other claims and stand alone. These claims are often broader than dependent claims 

and provide the broadest scope of protection. 

2. Dependent Claims: Independent claims are referred to by dependent claims, which 

add additional restrictions or specifics to the invention. These claims are narrower in 

scope than independent claims. 

2.1.5. PCT:  The Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) [2] is a global agreement that offers a 

streamlined procedure for submitting patent applications across various nations. Through the 

PCT, applicants can submit a single international patent application for protection in more than 

150 nations. 

It is looked after by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and has been in force 

since 1978. The treaty allows inventors to delay the filing of individual national or regional 

patent applications for up to 30 months after the priority date of the international application, 

allowing them enough time to consider the possible market for their invention and the necessity 

of obtaining patent protection in several nations. 

The PCT application process starts with the filing of an international form, which must include 

a description of the invention, claims, and any necessary drawings. The international 

application is then reviewed by an international search authority, which provides a written 

opinion on the patentability of the invention. Applicants can use the written opinion to decide 

whether to pursue patent protection in different countries. 
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The PCT offers a standardised process for submitting patent applications but does not grant 

patents. After the worldwide application has been submitted, the patent application is handled 

in each country or territory in accordance with the relevant local laws and regulations. By 

offering a centralised application process, the PCT can save inventors time and money by 

eliminating the need for many translations and legal expenditures. 

Options and steps for filing under PCT: 

The following are the procedures for submitting a patent application via (PCT) system: 

1. Determine eligibility: The first stage is to determine whether the innovation is eligible 

for patent protection and whether the applicant is eligible to submit a PCT application. 

2. Prepare the application: The PCT application must be written by the applicant and 

include all necessary claims, illustrations, and an explanation of the invention. The 

application must abide by all PCT standards as well as any extra ones set forth by the 

receiving office. 

3. Choose a receiving office: The applicant must choose a receiving office where the PCT 

application will be filed. The receiving office can be a national patent office or an 

international authority. 

4. Pay fees: The applicant must pay the required fees for filing the PCT application and 

for any additional services, such as a search or examination. 

5. Receive the international search report: After the application is filed, an international 

search report is issued by the International Searching Authority (ISA). Any prior art that 

would be crucial to determining whether the invention can be patented would be 

identified in the report. 

6. Optionally request an international preliminary examination: The applicant may 

choose to request an international preliminary examination (IPE) after the international 

search report is issued. The IPE provides a more detailed analysis of the patentability 

of the invention. 

7. Enter national phase: In each nation where patent protection is required, the applicant 

must enter the national phase within the allotted time frame which is usually 30 months 

from the priority date.  
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8. Prosecute the application: The national or regional patent office in each nation where 

protection is requested then reviews the patent application. Any objections or rejections 

made by the patent office must be addressed by the applicant, who may also need to 

make changes to the application. 

9. Grant of patent: If the patent application is found to meet the national or regional 

patent office's requirements for patentability, a patent is granted for the invention in that 

country.

 

Fig: PCT Timeline 

 

2.1.6. Patent Classification System:  

A patent classification is a system that categorizes documents, including published patent 

applications, based on the technical aspects of their content. In addition to tracking 

technological advancements in patent applications, this method is utilised by patent office 

examiners and others to look for prior disclosures that are comparable to or associated with the 

invention for which a patent is being granted. 

Classification-based searching is a type of patent search that involves using a patent 

classification system to locate relevant patents. Patent classification systems organize patents 

into categories based on the tech domain or subject matter of the invention. Several patent 

classification systems are currently in use, such as the International Patent Classification  

system and the Cooperative Patent Classification system. These systems use a hierarchical 
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structure of codes and sub-codes to classify patents into various categories based on the 

technical features and subject matter of the invention. 

To perform a classification-based patent search, the searcher must first identify the appropriate 

classification codes and sub-codes for the invention's subject matter. Then, they can use a patent 

database or search engine to locate patents classified under these codes and sub-codes. 

Classification-based searching is beneficial because it can help locate relevant patents that may 

not be easily found through keyword-based searching. By focusing on the technical features 

and subject matter of the invention, classification-based searching can identify patents that are 

related to the invention even if they use different terminology or language. 

Limitations  

• patents may be classified under multiple codes or sub-codes.  

• may not always be up-to-date or consistent, which can lead to inaccuracies in search 

results.  

Types Of Classification [2] 

International Patent Classification (IPC): It divides technical disciplines into eight parts (A–

H), each of which contains around 75,000 subparts, and each of which is represented by a 

symbol made up of Latin alphabet characters and Arabic numerals that is language-

independent. 

The IPC has several hierarchical layers. The subgroup level is indicated by a certain number of 

dots; a greater number of dots denotes a lower subgroup level.

 

Fig: grouping of classes under IPC 
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Sections:  

 

European Patent Classification (ECLA): It divides technical disciplines into eight parts (A–

H), each of which contains around 75,000 subparts. 

The IPC has levels that are hierarchical. The subgroup level is represented by a number of dots; 

a greater number of dots denotes a lower subgroup level. CPC, which stands for cooperative 

Patent classification, has taken its place.  

Limitations: 

• Complexity: The CPC system can be complex and difficult to understand for people 

who are not familiar with such  system. The system uses a hierarchical structure of 

codes and sub-codes, which can be confusing for some users. 

• Updating: The CPC system is updated periodically to reflect changes in technology 

and new areas of innovation. However, updating the system can be time-consuming and 

costly. 

• Lack of uniformity: While the CPC system was designed to be a unified classification 

system for all patent offices, there may be some differences in how it is applied by 

different patent offices. This can lead to inconsistencies in classification and make it 

difficult to conduct international patent searches. 

• Limited scope: The CPC system is primarily focused on technological subject matter 

and may not be as effective for patents related to other areas such as business methods 

or software. 
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Fig: grouping of classes under CPC 

The United States Patent Classification (USPC)  

The US Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) uses this system to classify patents according 

to the invention's subject matter. The USPC system was established in 1836 and has been 

revised several times over the years. In 2015, the USPTO began transitioning from the USPC 

system to the Cooperative Patent Classification (CPC) system, that is a joint system used by 

patent offices everywhere globally. 

The USPC system uses a hierarchical structure of codes and sub-codes to classify patents into 

various categories based on the technical features and subject matter of the invention. The 

codes and sub-codes are organized into nine main classes, which cover broad subject areas such 

as chemistry, electricity, and mechanical engineering. Each main class is then divided into 

multiple subclasses, which provide more specific classifications for the subject matter. 

One advantage of USPC system is that it is tailored specifically to the US patent system and 

meets the needs of US patent searchers and examiners. However, the system is becoming 

outdated and is being replaced by the CPC system, which is more up-to-date and harmonized 

with the classification systems used by other patent office’s globally. 

1. Limited scope: USPC system is primarily focused on technical subject matter, and may 

not be as effective for patents related to other areas such as business methods or 

software. 

2. Lack of harmonization: The USPC system is unique to the United States patent 

system, and may not be consistent with the classification systems used by other patent 

offices around the world. This can make it difficult to conduct international patent 

searches. 
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3. Complexity: Users who are unfamiliar with the USPC system may find it confusing 

and challenging to utilise. The system uses a hierarchical structure of codes and sub-

codes, which can be confusing for some users. 

4. Limited availability: The USPC system is only available through the USPTO, which 

may limit access for patent searchers and examiners in other countries or regions. 

2.1.7. US Patent Laws [4] 

 

35 USC 101: Inventions patentable refers to the first section of Title 35 of the United States 

Code, that is the primary body of law governing patents in the United States. for an invention 

to be eligible for protection, it must be a part of one of the following categories. 

Process: A new and useful process, such as a method of performing a task or a series of steps. 

Machine: A new and useful machine, such as a device or apparatus that performs a specific 

function. 

Manufacture: A new and useful article of manufacture, such as a physical object or material. 

Composition of matter: A brand-new and practical composition of matter, such a chemical 

mixture or compound. 

In addition to falling into one of these categories, the invention must also be new, useful, and 

non-obvious. 

35 USC 102 Refers to the second part of Title 35 of the US Code, which outlines the standards 

for innovation that an invention must meet in order to get for patent protection. According to 

35 USC 102(a), a person is not eligible for a patent if: 

1. This approach is used by the US Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) to classify 

patents based on the inventions they cover; or 
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2. The claimed invention was disclosed in a patent issued, or in a patent application published 

or deemed published, by another inventor who had not abandoned, repressed, or hidden the 

invention, prior to the claimed invention's effective filing date. 

35 USC 103 makes reference to the third part of Title 35 of the US code, which outlines the 

non-obviousness requirement for an invention to be eligible for patent protection in the country. 

According to 35 USC 103(a), If the differences between the claimed invention and the previous 

art are such that the claimed invention would have been obvious to a person of ordinary ability 

in the relevant field at the time it was created, the invention is not eligible for patent protection. 
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Chapter No. 3 

DESCRIPTION OF THE JOB 

3.1 Types of Searching 

Patentability Search: Also known as Prior Art Search or Novelty Search. Finding references 

of any kind that show an invention that is the same as or significantly similar to the invention 

under consideration is the main goal of a patentability search.  The goal of a patentability search 

is to determine the possibility that an invention will be granted a patent, particularly in regard 

to the international norms of novelty and non-obviousness. The goal of the study is to find 

references that are related to the current invention as prior art by searching both patent and non-

patent literature. The scope of the invention can then be changed for subsequent searches based 

on the references found if the patentability search reveals papers disclosing inventions similar 

to the invention examined. 

Validity search:  

A validity search is a type of patent search conducted to evaluate the validity of an existing 

patent. The goal of a validity search is to find out whether a patent is valid, and whether it meets 

the legal requirements for patentability. The analyst will conduct a thorough and in depth 

examination of prior art (i.e., existing patents, published articles, and other technical literature) 

to determine whether the invention claimed is novel, non-obvious, and useful. The attorney or 

agent may also review the patent file history to identify any issues that may affect the patent's 

validity, such as mistakes or omissions in the application or prosecution process. 

A validity search is often conducted by: 

• Companies or individuals who are considering licensing or purchasing a patent. 

• Who may be facing litigation related to the patent. The results of a validity search can 

help them make informed decisions about the strength of the patent, and whether it is 

worth investing in or defending. 

Invalidity search: Is carried out to determine whether an existing patent is still valid. Finding 

the validity of a patent and whether it reassures the legal standards and status for patentability 

are the objectives of an invalidity search. 
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The attorney or agent may also review the patent file history to identify any issues that may 

affect the patent's validity, such as mistakes or omissions in the application or prosecution 

process. 

An invalidity search is often conducted by: 

• Companies or individuals who are facing litigation related to a patent,  

• Who believe that a patent may be preventing them from developing or commercializing 

their own products or processes. Invalidity search can help them identify potential 

weaknesses in the patent and build a case for its invalidity. 

Infringement search: Is a type of patent search conducted to evaluate the risk of infringing on 

existing patents or other intellectual property rights. During an infringement search, a patent 

analyst will examine the claims of existing patents and other relevant literature to determine 

whether a product or process may infringe on those patents. 

The results of an infringement search can help companies or individuals identify potential 

infringement risks and make informed decisions about whether to proceed with the 

development or commercialization of a product or process. By identifying potential 

infringement risks early in the development process, companies can avoid costly litigation and 

protect their intellectual property rights. 

3.1.1. Boolean Operators Used to Carry Out Searches 

Boolean operators are commonly used in patent searches to help refine search queries and 

narrow down the results to more relevant patents. Here are the three main Boolean operators 

used in patent searching: 

AND: The AND operator is used to search for patents that contain all of the search terms 

entered. For example, if you are searching for patents related to "electric cars" and "battery 

technology," you could enter the query "electric cars AND battery technology" to find patents 

that mention both of those terms. 

OR: The OR operator is used to search for patents that contain any of the search terms entered. 

For example, if you are searching for patents related to "electric cars" or "hybrid cars," you 

could enter the query "electric cars OR hybrid cars" to find patents that mention either of those 

terms. 
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NOT: To remove certain terms from the search results, use the NOT operator. For example, if 

you are searching for patents related to "electric cars" but want to exclude any patents related 

to "hybrid cars," you could enter the query "electric cars NOT hybrid cars" to find patents that 

mention electric cars but do not mention hybrid cars. 
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Chapter 4  

Objectives 

 

Objectives 1: 

• To carry out a patentability case on Orbit, Patsnap and Google Scholar.  

• Find Relevant Prior Art 

• Map the Relevant Prior Art in the Search report.  

 

Objective 2:  

• To carry out an Invalidation Case on the subject patent provided by the client.  

• Carry out patent search on Orbit, Patsnap and XLScout; NPL search on Google Scholar. 

• Find and scan relevant Prior Art. 

• Map the relevant prior art in the search report. 
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Chapter 5 

MATERIAL AND METHODS:  

Databases: XLScout. Google patents, Orbit, Patsnap, Espacenet, Google scholar. 

Case study of patentability search: 

Procedure: 

Our client first provided us with very little information about their invention. They never reveal 

their entire creation, but they help us get the right citation when we search several databases. 

Now let us suppose, the client has given us the following information regarding their invention. 

1. Read the disclosure carefully, identify the novel point of the creation. 

2. Create a key feature chart based on the disclosure provided. Divide the various steps of 

the invention into different key features. 

3. Create Keywords with all synonyms. 

4. Run query in databases like Orbit or XLScout. 

5. Control the number of hits received. 

6. Scan results for the particular query. 

7. Extract IPC, CPC classifications. 

8. Run query with classes. 

9. Scan results. 

10. Sort results based on relevant, potential and additional. 
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Results: 

 

Fig: Key Features of the invention created after reading the disclosure.  

 

Query Example 1: [Orbit] (Glucoma? OR cataract? OR uveitis OR vasculitis) AND (Retina+ 

2d Gangl+) AND (Heat 2d shock) AND (mutation? OR mutant? OR alteration?? OR Change?? 

OR transform+)/Ti/ab/Clm 

Query Example 2: [Orbit] (Retina+ 2d Gangl+) AND (Heat 2d shock) AND (mutation? OR 

mutant? OR alteration?? OR Change?? OR transform+)/ ti/ab/clm OR A61F9/00 OR 

A61F2009/00891 

Query Example 3: [Google Scholar] (ocular OR eyes OR glaucoma OR Cataract) AND 

(“Heat Shock Protein”) AROUND(5) (Mutation OR mutant OR alternation OR change) 
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Fig: summary mapping of the relevant patent. 
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Fig: summary mapping of the relevant Non patent literature. 
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Fig: List of additional results 
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Case study of invalidity search: 

Suppose the client has given US9433236B2 Patent for invalidation.  

1. Find the cut off date or the earliest priority date of the patent from where the research 

would start. 

2. Create a NOT list. (Not list: Consists of our patent families and its backward citations 

and their families. Non patent literature cited in the patent list.) 

3. Read the File wrapper or the dossier to find the novel point of the patent. 

4. Create the key features of the claims of the patent. 

5. Create a query and scan the results. 

6. Extract classes from the shortlisted results and run a query with those results. 

 

Results: 

Subject patent: US9433236B2 

Title: Method for fractionating oat, products thus obtained, and use thereof 

Cut-off Date: 2007-02-08 

Query Example 1: (protein? OR glucan OR starch) AND (Fraction+ OR part+ OR (Air 2d 

classification)) AND (Oat? OR Wheat? OR Barley OR Cereal?) 

Query Example 2: ((defat+ OR (Fat? 2d remov+)) 10d (hexane OR methanol? OR ethanol?)) 

AND (Oat? OR Wheat? OR Barley OR Cereal?) 



36 
 

 

 



37 
 

 

 

Fig: Summary mapping of the results 
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Chapter 6 

CONCLUSION 

Protecting intellectual property is vital for fostering innovation, as it allows individuals and 

businesses to fully realize the benefits of their ideas and invest in research and development. 

Intellectual property is a significant contributor to economic growth and competitiveness at 

both national and state levels. By ensuring the authenticity and quality of products, IP rights 

provide consumers and markets with trust and confidence. Additionally, the protection of 

know-how critical to the original patented invention facilitates the free flow of information and 

leads to the emergence of new ideas and improvements to existing ones. Intellectual property 

rights also encourage entrepreneurs to persevere through difficult times and pursue new 

breakthroughs. Conducting a thorough patent search can save time and money by identifying 

existing innovations and potential infringement or invalidation of competitor patents. It can 

also help improve an idea by providing insight into what else is available and allowing for 

necessary adjustments. 
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